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11:00 am Heavy Rains Threaten South Folk Dam

Rising water threatens dam at the South Fork Fishing and
Hunting Club. Level of Lake Conemaugh rises.

11:30 am South Fork Sends Warning

Club engineer John Parke rides to South Fork village, warning that dam may fail.

South Fork telegraphs Parke’s message to Mineral Point.

Telegraph lines out of Mineral Point are down. Message is hand-car-
ried to next working tower, then wired to Johnstown.

3:10pm Dam Fails

Entire lake rushes down valley. Water reaches South Fork, but the hillside town escapes major damage.
3:30 pm River Bend Divides Flood

Conemaugh viaduct momentarily stops flood, then collapses. Flood explodes into valley. Mineral Point is leveled.

3:45 pm Railroad Engineer Sounds Warning

John Hess races train from Buttermilk Falls to E. Conemaugh, blowing whistle in warning. Woodvale is destroyed.
4:07 pm Flood Reaches Johnstown

Floodwater divides into three waves.
Wave crashes against Westmont Hill, washes back across town, up the Stoneycreek River. Kernville is flooded.
4:20 pm Bridge Halts Flood Wave

Huge pile of wreckage at the Stone Bridge forms “dam.” Lower Johnstown is under 30 feet of churning water.
Water breaks through Stone Bridge embankment, flooding Cambria City.

6:00 pm Wreckage Catches Fire

Blaze at the Stone Bridge claims as many as 80 lives. The fire burns for three days.

Johnstown Flood Museum: Recipe for Disaster



